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My involvement with OBHS began long before my arrival from Edmonton in 1962 to start 
Grade 10 and continued long after graduation in 1965.  In fact, since the 1920's, the only 
decade that did not have an Oliver family member at the school was the forties. 

In the late 1920's my grandfather's business, Oliver Brothers Construction, was involved 
with the building of the new school.  The stucco work, including the installation of the 
decorative Malibu tiles around the main entrance, was done by Oliver Brothers.  I am so 
pleased that there is a plan to relocate some of the tiles to the interior of the new building.  
My father, two of my aunts, my siblings and my children all attended the school.  So for 
sentimental reasons, I do feel sad about the old building being demolished this summer. 

In 1967 I married Mike Woodley, a Vic High dropout, who had gone to Flin Flon, Manitoba 
to play hockey and hopefully make the NHL.  When that didn't happen, he eventually 
returned to high school in Yorkton, Saskatchewan and finally graduated from Grade 13 in 
1965.  We met in PE class at UVic. 

In 1970 Mike began teaching PE and SS at Oak Bay High School.  All of a sudden I was 
socializing with my former teachers and being encouraged to call them by their first names.  
I found it quite difficult to say Jack rather than Mr. Wallace.  I can remember attending Don 
Oliver's 60th birthday and telling him that we thought that he was 60 when we were at 
high school and that perhaps he was really 80!  His daughter was also called Marg and he 
always told me that she was the real Marg Oliver.  Mike left Oak Bay in 1977 but we still 
have friends from those early days. 

Mike's teaching career gave him the opportunity to spend a year in Ottawa and a year in 
Perth, Australia on teacher exchanges.  These were wonderful opportunities for our family 
to live and travel in other areas of Canada and the South Pacific. 

I have not been a director, a president, a principal, a policy maker or a researcher, as many 
of my classmates have.  But during a teaching career that spanned 36 years, with time out 
to be home with our daughters, hopefully I said or did something to inspire some of my 
students to take on such a role. 

I began teaching in 1968 at Shelbourne Elementary (now Campus View) and Lorraine 
Mainwaring's father was my principal.  Other positions were at Tahsis River Elementary, 



Fairburn Elementary and Monterey Elementary (now a middle school).  My PE major was 
put to good use in the gym and on the playing field where I coached basketball, volleyball, 
soccer, cross country and track and field.  In 1990, while teaching full-time, I returned to 
UVic and after 115 assignments, exams, projects and presentations, I finally completed my 
5-year Bachelor of Education degree 28 years after starting it! 

Participating in sports, especially basketball, is one of my favourite memories of high 
school.  I remember when our team won the Consolation Round at the 1965 BC High School 
Championships at UBC.  After our game we raced over to the War Memorial Gym to see the 
OB Senior Boys, coached by Gary Taylor, become BC High School Champions.  I continued to 
play basketball at UVic with several of my Oak Bay teammates and have many happy 
memories of our road trips to Edmonton and Hamilton to play in national tournaments. 

My basketball career ended when I left UVic in 1968 but my two daughters both attended 
Oak Bay and played.  Lee (Hagglund) Drummond and I always enjoyed reminiscing as we 
sat in the Oak Bay gym watching our girls playing basketball together.  In the future we 
could once again be sitting together as we both have grandchildren who will be attending 
Oak Bay. 

I replaced basketball with running and ran regularly for forty years.  In 1980 I completed 
the inaugural Victoria Marathon.  In recent years "aging infrastructure" has necessitated a 
switch to walking and cycling. 

Our two daughters are married, have two children each and live in Victoria.  We consider 
ourselves very lucky to be so involved with our grandchildren - three girls and one boy.  We 
have spent many happy hours providing daycare and watching sports, dance recitals and 
school concerts.  We often travel as a family and have had several wonderful holidays in 
Maui, as well as a Disney Cruise to Alaska. 

Besides travelling with our family, we have done four self-directed tours in Europe.  We 
travel with a backpack and a rail pass, just like teenagers, but without the hostels!  The 

Swiss Alps and the Cotswolds are 
favourite destinations. 

 

My other interests include sewing, 
gardening, cooking, reading and 
doing cryptic crossword puzzles. 

 

As a child, I always wanted to be a 
teacher, get married, have 
children, buy a house and swim 
across Juan de Fuca Strait.  I 
idolized Marilyn Bell! I achieved 
the first four goals but I think that 
living beside Juan de Fuca Strait for 

42 years is as close as I will get to that swim.  If that changes, I will let you know at the next 
reunion! 


