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It does seem odd to be writing this and realize that 50 years have passed since I was a student at Oak 

Bay High.   There are many people that I haven’t seen at all in the intervening years and I note that the 

grads are spread over a wide area.   

As with many I attended UVic immediately upon graduation and graduated with a BA (major economics) 

in 1969.  As there weren’t a lot of interesting job offers I decided to postpone work with a further 3 

years of study at UBC and graduated with an LL.B. (as it then was) in 1972.  That was the end of my 

academic line and I headed to Prince George to article and was called to the bar in 1973.  As the firm I 

articled with was down to one member I sought greener pastures and ended up in Quesnel with a sole 

practitioner and I have been here ever since.  I dabbled in most areas of law but ended up mainly with a 

solicitor’s practise.  I have had several business partners over the years with a maximum of a 3 member 

firm and on occasion I was a sole practitioner.  My last 16 years were with one partner and he continues 

to practise with the firm of Coffey and Bernath although I retired fully in 2007.  I have not had any 

problem adjusting to retirement as I was ready for it and have enough interests that I am not at all 

bored.   

I was fortunate to marry Luanne Kuhnert in 1972 and we are still happily married.  We have two 

children, both girls.  One is a teacher in Quesnel and one a teacher in Terrace.  Neither have any children 

although they have several pets and big gardens.   We have travelled quite a bit but mostly in Canada 

although two weeks in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico most winters.   We have been to the Yukon and Alaska 

twice, both with a truck and camper although the first trip by Alaska ferry which allowed us to stop in 

Ketchikan and Juneau for a few days.  I have had a lifelong love of curling and have managed to get to 

provincials twice, once as a senior (over 50) and once in the Masters (over 60).  I am still curling twice a 

week and Luanne curls twice a week, as well.  We also enjoy gardening, fishing, birding (yes, hard to 

believe) and cross country skiing.  I have been quite involved with community organizations and have 

been president of the curling club, Rotary club, swim club (while daughters were swimming, not me), 

Friends of Barkerville and the Quesnel Community Foundation.  I have also been president of the BC 

Interior Curling Association and assistant governor for Rotary District 5040.   I am looking forward to 

attending the reunion and seeing many people that I haven’t seen for years although we do get to 

Victoria most years for a short visit. 


